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Source 1 : Victorian London                                  
[image: image1.jpg]Charles Dickens (1812-1870),

is considered to be one of the
greatest writers of the 19" century.
He lived most of his life in London.
The rapidly growing industrial
environment of the time served as a background to most
of his novels: Little Dorrit (1855-1857), David Copperfield
(1849-1850), The Adventures of Oliver Twist (1837-1839).
He is famous for his realistic depiction of the poverty and
pollution that were generated by the industrial revolution.
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It was a foggy day in London, and the fog was heavy
and dark. Animate London, with smarting! eyes and
irritated lungs, was blinking, wheezing? and choking;
inanimate London was a sooty® spectre, divided in purpose
between being visible and invisible, and so being wholly
neither%(..) Even in the surrounding country it was a
foggy day, but there the fog was grey, whereas in London
it was, at about the boundary line, dark yellow, and alittle
within it brown, and then browner, and then browner,
until at the heart of the City — which call Saint Mary Axe
— it was rusty®-black.

Charles Dickens, Our Mutual Friend, 1865

1. smarting (adj,

ma:tin] = painful

2. wheeze (v.) ['wi:z] = breathe with difficulty

3. sooty (adj.) ['suti] = couvert de suie

4. wholly neither (exp.) ['haullt 'naida] = neither fully visible
nor fully invisible

5. rusty (adj.) ['rasti] = red-brown colour




Source 3 : 
London told to cut air pollution by 2020 – or face fines

European commission tells London and other European cities to dramatically reduce 'invisible killer' vehicle emissions.
London and other European cities which are defying European law by illegally polluting the air will have to dramatically reduce their vehicle emissions by 2020, the European commission has said.                                                                                                                                                                                                         In a signal that Europe is running out of patience with countries that consistently fail to meet air pollution targets, environment commissioner Janez Potočnik served notice that the EC would start fining countries from 2020.                                                                                                                                                            "Poor air quality is the number one environmental cause of premature death in the EU with a toll that outstrips road traffic accidents. It is an 'invisible killer' and it prevents many people from living a fully active life," he said.

Large cities like London have claimed to be unable to meet NO2 targets but the new initiative is expected to force them to take traffic off the road using charges, and stricter low emission zones.

"The government, London mayor and local councils must take bold action to tackle air pollution – building new roads and expanding airports will simply add to the problem. The UK has been allowed to drag its heels on delivering clean air for far too long," said Jenny Bates, air pollution campaigner with Friends of the Earth.
John Vidal , the guardian.com, Wednesday 18 December 2013

Source 2 : The great Smog of 1952


Dates: December 5-9, 1952                                                                                                                                                            Also Known As: The Big Smoke


When a severe cold spell hit London in early December 1952, Londoners did what they usually did in such a situation; they burned more coal to heat up their homes. Then on December 5, 1952, a layer of dense fog engulfed the city and stayed for five days. 


Since the smoke from the coal burning in homes, plus all of London's usual factory emissions, had been prevented from escaping into the atmosphere by an � HYPERLINK "http://geography.about.com/od/climate/a/inversionlayer.htm" �inversion�, the fog and smoke combined into a rolling, thick layer of smog. 


Londoners, used to living in a city known for its pea-soup fogs, were not shocked to find themselves surrounded by such thick smog. Yet, although the dense smog did not instill panic, it nearly shut down the city from December 5 to December 9, 1952. 


Visibility across London became extremely poor. In some places, visibility had literally gone down to one foot, meaning that you couldn't see your own feet when looking down nor your own hands if held out in front of you. Transportation across the city came to a standstill and many people didn't venture outside for fear of getting lost in their own neighborhoods. At least one theater was closed down because the smog had seeped inside and the audience could no longer see the stage. 


It wasn't until after the fog lifted on December 9 that the deadliness of the smog was discovered. In the five days the smog had covered London, over 4,000 more people had died than usual for that time of year. In the following weeks, approximately 8,000 more died from exposure to what has become known as the Great Smog of 1952. Most of those killed by the Great Smog were people who had pre-existing respiratory problems and the elderly. 


The death toll of the Great Smog of 1952 was shocking. Pollution, which many had thought was just a part of city life, had killed 12,000 people. It was time for change. 


It was the black smoke that had caused the most damage. Thus, in 1956 and 1968, Parliament passed two Clean Air Acts, which began the process of eliminating the burning of coal in both people's homes and in factories. 


� HYPERLINK "http://history1900s.about.com/bio/Jennifer-Rosenberg-7900.htm" �Jennifer Rosenberg� �About.com 20th Century History











