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Definitions of the Gothic 

 

Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 

1- The Gothic style of building was common in Western Europe between the 12th and 16th centuries and included tall pointed arches 

and windows and tall pillars. Ex: A Gothic church. 

2- A Gothic story, film etc. is about frightening things that happen in mysterious old buildings and lonely places, in a style that was 

popular in the early 19th century. 

3- Gothic writing, printing etc. has thick (=épaisses) decorated letters. 

 

Advanced English dictionary 

gothic [adj] characterized by gloom (atmosphere of depression and melancholy) and mystery and the grotesque (the abnormal and 

hideous). 

 

Dictionary.com (based on the Random House Unabridged Dictionary) 

7. (often cap.) noting or pertaining to a style of literature characterized by a gloomy setting (dark or dim, deeply shaded), grotesque, 

mysterious, or violent events, and an atmosphere of degeneration (deterioration) and decay (decomposition, rot). 

9. (often cap.) being of a genre of contemporary fiction typically relating the experiences of an often ingenuous (sincere, innocent, 

naive) heroine imperiled, as at an old mansion (manor), where she typically becomes involved with as stern (severe, strict) or 

mysterious but attractive man. 
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