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[image: image3.png]"Does this bother you? It should. We've spent over 400 years fighting for the
right to have a voice. Is this how we'll use it? More importantly, s this how
we'll teach our children to use it? If we expect more of them, we must not
throw our hands in the air and agree with those who say our children cannot
be taught. By now, you've probably heard about Ebonics (aka black [sic]
English). And if you think it's become a controversy because white America
doesn't want us messing with their precious language, don't. White America
couldn' care less what we do to segregate ourselves.

The fact is language is power. And we can't take that power away from our
children with Ebonics. Would Dr. Martin Luther King, Malcolm X, and all the
others who paid the price of obtaining our voice with the currency of their
lives embrace this? If you haven't used your voice lately, consider this an
invitation.”
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  Doc. 2: Speak out against Ebonics- New York Times – October 9th 1998
    Document 1 : Cover of a textbook





Ebonics is a language system which is used by different African American communities in the US and which first appeared in the 1970s.                             Some linguists assert that it is a dialect of English which has evolved. Others contend that it evolved out of a pidgin dialect with the slave trade in West Africa.                                                                                                                                     In 1996 Ebonics was officially recognized as the native language of African American children. In California’s poor neighbourhoods the style of speech spoken by black children was so different from Standard English that some teachers in Oakland decided to adapt their methods to that language by making the students compare Standard English with Ebonics. (Doc.1) Opponents consider that it is elevating street slang and bad grammar to the status of a language (Doc.2). But teachers see it as a means to promote both learning and racial understanding.





Blow up of the caption opposite:
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Read the documents and answer the following questions:                                                                            Doc. 1                                                                                1.What is ‘ebonics’? Explain in your own words.                       2.Which language does it come from?                                     3. Right or Wrong? Justify quoting from the text.                     -Ebonics is an official language in the US.                                    –Those who speak this language are educated people.              -Ebonics is very close to Standard English.                             -Academic circles view ebonics as a degeneration of the English language.                                                                Doc.2                                                                                           - Identify the document                                                                                         - Describe the poster (comment on the silhouette and the catchphrase)                                                                               - Who may the author be? How do you know?                                 - What does he aim to?                                                                 - Who do you think the target is?                                                 -Comment on the statement “the fact is language is power” in this context.                                                         











Written exercise (about 100 words): Write to the editor                                                           You react to the anti-Ebonics ad and caption in a letter in which you express your point of view.








