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Southern ………………… bear ……………………… fruit,
Blood on the ………………… and blood at the ………………,
…………… bodies swinging in the southern breeze,
Strange fruit ……………………… from the poplar trees.

Pastoral …………………… of the gallant ……………………,
The bulging ………………… and the twisted …………………,
Scent of magnolias, sweet and ……………………,
Then the sudden ………………………… of burning flesh.

Here is a ……………………… for the crows to ……………………,
For the ……………………… to gather, for the …………………… to suck,
For the …………………… to rot, for the trees to drop,
Here is a …………………………………… and bitter crop.

Composed by Abel Meeropol (Aka Lewis Allan) –late 1930s
Originally sung: Billie Holiday (1939)
( Listen and fill in the blanks

( Identify the document
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
( Complete the following list with more words from the poem and find the lexical field.




-What are all these elements related to? Quote from the text! ……………………………………………………………………
- Do these elements convey a positive or negative image of the place? Explain in your own words. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
( Pick out the words that are associated to these positive elements.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
-What is the effect produced ? ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
( What happens to the ‘fruit’ in the third stanza? ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

-The ‘fruit’ is a metaphor, but what does it stand for? What does this poem evoke? ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

( What did Abel Meeropol aim at when he wrote this poem? Who did he target? ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
( Watch the video again – 
-Comment on the melody of the song. Which feeling(s) does it appeal to?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
-How does Holiday use her voice to reinforce the tone of the poem? What about her attitude ? What does she want to express? …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
( Give your personal opinion about this poem/song – Writing (about 150 / 200 words)

· Had you ever heard it before we studied it in class?

· Do you like it? Why? Why not? Justify your point of view commenting on the words but also the melody.

· According to you, can a song be an effective form of protest? Can it contribute to the political awareness of the public? Justify with examples. 
�





 Tool box 


- Bulging : exhorbité 


- Pluck : déchiqueter 


- Drop : laisser tomber 


- Crop : récolte 


- Gather : récolter 


- Rot : pourrir 


- Suck : assécher 
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Lexical field : ……………………………………………………………………








