Lycée de la Côtière                   Frankenstein – Mary Shelley (1818) – correction

( Introduce the document and the context in which it was written                                                         (Type of narrative 

The text is a first-person narrative. Here the primary narrator Robert Walton quotes Victor Frankenstein’s first person narrative at length. 

( Social context in which it was written (see introduction + the following article)

THE AGE OF REVOLUTION
Mary Shelley was born into a world of scientific, artistic and political revolution. Her father and husband were famous radical thinkers and writers, and both of them (along with other important philosophers of the day) had a large influence on Mary and her novel. 

One of her father's main ideas was that everyone should act only for the good of mankind; otherwise, selfishness would lead to the breakdown of society. This view influenced Frankenstein in that Victor largely thinks and acts only for himself, ignoring the wishes of the Monster (for example, by not creating a wife for it), thereby endangering mankind by giving it a reason to do harm. Victor is also a bad parent, deserving punishment for abandoning his creature.

Many people see this book as promoting the revolutionary ideas that dominated the political world at the time, since Victor challenges authority (God) by creating life himself. The Monster is also revolutionary in its hostility towards authority (its 'father'). Yet both the Monster and Victor are punished with death - leading other people to conclude that Shelley is critical of political revolution.
When writing this book, Mary was influenced by the scientific revolution of the time. She had heard about one man, Galvani, who had supposedly re-animated dead tissue, and another, Aldini, who had wired up a criminal's corpse to a battery so that his jaw appeared to move and a fist to clench. Such discoveries were discussed at the holiday home of the Shelleys in the weeks before Frankenstein was written.
( Focus on what is happening in this extract.                                                                                                  (  Where and when does the scene take place?                                                                                                   The scene takes place in Victor Frankenstein’s lab(oratory)  on “a dreary night of November”. (l1).  It is not surprising for a gothic piece of work as dimness/darkness is one of the typical feature in gothic fiction.                                                                                                                                         “November” = short days + a cold, damp and foggy atmosphere                                                                                                                                                                

(  Who are the characters present and mentioned?           
-Victor Frankenstein: a doctor and scientists who has been obsessed with the idea of creating life since his mother’s tragic death.                                                                                                                           -The creature : created by Victor from pieces of corpses.                                                                                      - Elizabeth is mentioned (l 25 “I thought I saw Elizabeth”) as Frankenstein dreams of her in his sleep. She is an orphan child taken in by the Frankenstein family and lovingly raised with Victor. Victor and Elizabeth are in love and are going to get married.

-Victor’s dead mother is mentioned (l 29) : he sees her in his nightmare (a grotesque vision as Elizabeth turns into the dead mother already eaten by worms)  
( What does Dr Frankenstein achieve in this extract?  He succeeds in giving life to the creature he has made up from dead bodies’ parts.

( Who is he defying in doing so?   He is defying God (the Creator) by instilling life in a composition of dead parts but also nature using  science to break the boundaries of life and death. 

( What is his reaction to this? Find at least five distinct elements from the text to justify your answer   
Compared to the enthusiasm of the beginning (he is first very eager to achieve his masterpiece – see paragraph 1), Dr Frankenstein’s reaction is quite unexpected. Not only is he dissatisfied with the result of his work but he describes his state as “breathless horror and disgust” ( l20), he is even “unable to endure the aspect of the being” (l21) he had created. He is so horrified that he can’t take the image of the creature out of his mind (“unable to compose my mind to sleep” (l22)“ / “endeavouring to seek a few moments of forgetfulness. But it was in vain” l 24,25)  and cannot rest and find peace as he has a terrible nightmare filled with grotesque visions (“disturbed by the wildest dreams” l 25 / “I remained, during the rest of the night, walking up and down in the greatest agitation” l38,39). Finally, Victor is overwhelmed by “the bitterness of disappointment” (l 50) and “the load that weighed upon my mind” which can be but shame and guilt at such a catastrophe! 
                                                                                                                                                      (Focus on paragraph 2                                                                                                                             (Comment on the description of the creature                                                                                                                 The description of the creature is very accurate , almost clinical. It is seen through the scientist’s eyes and it is meant to emphasize the striking appearance of the creature (“his yellow skin…black lips” l 11 to 15)                                                                                                                                          (How intense are the emotions described?. How is this shown in this extract? (focus on punctuation, comparisons )                                                                                                                                                The second paragraph is particularly telling about the intensity of Dr Frankenstein’s emotions. They are extreme emotions such as those we can usually find in Gothic fiction. Victor Frankenstein is deeply disappointed and the exclamation marks show he is truly upset (“Beautiful!-Great God!). The awakening of the dead body terrifies its own creator who is speechless/at a loss of words (“how can I describe my emotions at this catastrophe? l 8). It reminds us of Coleridge’s ancient Mariner who is unable to utter a single word. 

Later in the text Victor Frankenstein’s horror is emphasized with expressions such as “breathless horror and disgust”  (l 20) “unable to compose my mind to sleep” (l22)“disturbed by the wildest dreams” (l25), “I started from my sleep with horror” (l31) /”in the greatest agitation” l39 / “fearing each sound” (l40) / “my pulse beat so quickly and hardly” (l 42 43) …)

His feelings are so intense that he verges on lunacy and his sanity seems to be called into question (cf the pun on the word ‘asylum” ( l 55) which refers to the courtyard where he has taken refuge but also refers to the madhouse where madmen/insane people are locked)                                                                                                                                             ( Focus on the second half of paragraph 3 (“I beheld the wretch…but I escaped and ran down stairs”) and show how the creature is transformed into a monster in theses lines.
In the second paragraph the creature is defined with detailed body parts such as “skin” “muscles and arteries” “hair” “teeth” “eyes” “sockets” “lips”… 

In the third paragraph, the very body parts are no longer identified  as such “if eyes they may be called “ (l 34) and the creature’s actions do not produce the effects they should “his jaws opened, and he muttered some inarticulate sounds” (l 35). It suggests the creature does not belong to this world, does not fit into this world. At the end of the paragraph he is refered to as “a miserable monster” (l 33) “the demoniacal corpse” (l41)and “a wretch” (l43)
( Show to what extent this extract is deeply rooted in the traditional Gothic genre but also how Mary Shelley revisits the genre in her piece of fiction ? Try and answer this question focusing on the following points –use your ‘Gothic literature landmarks grid ‘. Don’t forget to quote the text to back your answers.                                                                                                                                          ( The setting (places) (The setting (time) (The characters  (Gothic elements  (Themes tackled (The Literary references (l45/ l66 to l68)  

	An extract rooted in the traditional Gothic genre
	Mary Shelley revisiting the genre

	-The setting
(a far away country-Germany- (unknown to the readers which conveys mystery) 

( on “a dreary night of November”. (l1).  It is not surprising for a gothic piece of work as dimness/darkness is one of the typical feature in gothic fiction.                                                                                                                                         “November” = short days + a cold, damp and foggy atmosphere  

+ reference to the moonlight (“the dim and yellow light of the moon forced its way through the window shutters” l 32 33) 
-The characters   
(An ingenuous heroine imperiled : Elizabeth(here in Victor’s nightmare but it foreshadows Elizabeth’s fate)
-Gothic elements
(emotional extremes (see qu. 2)                  (Sensational incidents: the awakening of the monster                                                                     (horrible images (the grostesque (see the description of the monster + Victor’s nightmare)    (Violent events (see nightmare which foreshadows what is going to happen to Victor’s little brother and wife)                                               (Life-threatening pursuits: Victor tries to escape the creature who he thinks is following him (“I rushed out of the room”l21 / “I escaped and rushed downstairs” (l37) / “fearing each sound as ifit were to announce the approach of the demoniacal corpse” (l 40 41 ) / “quick steps as if I sought to avoid the wretch” (l56)/ “I felt impelled to hurry on” (l 59) / “I continued walking…I traversed the street…I hurried on” (l62 to 65) _ again it foreshadows the creature’s pursuit of his creator

(A dim and gloomy atmosphere: see light vs darkness or dimness
-Themes tacked
(Excess and transgression                               Victor challenges authority (God) by creating life himself.                                                                  The Monster is also revolutionary in its hostility towards authority (its 'father').    

                                                                                        (The blurring of borders                                              Between life and Death: Victor is instilling life in a composition of dead parts;   + the nightmare (Elizabeths turns into a corpse)                                    Between Nature and Science: He uses science to break the boundaries of life and death.                 Between Good and Evil: Who is monstruous in the end? The creator or the creature?                          Between illusion and reality: The dream of the perfect creation vs disillusion + Reality vs dream (cf the nightmare)

(Evil: Who’s the evil creature in the end?
(Superstition: Victor’s nightmare will prove premonitory!
( Fear (cf lexical field + Victor’s extreme emotions when he discovers his creation)
	-The setting
(Not a decaying medieval place or castle but a laboratory = something new in Gothic fiction
-The characters   
(Mary Shelley introduces the (mad)scientist in Gothic fiction with the character of Dr Victor Frankenstein (foreshadows Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson -1886)
( Mary Shelley introduces the image of the monster (a grostesque vision)
-Themes tacked
(The danger of science: Man shouldn’t play at being God. Transgression leads to punishment and horror. Both the Monster and Victor are punished with death - leading other people to conclude that Shelley is critical of political revolution. = she advocates for a more ethical attitude in science
(The monstrous mutation: the awakening of a man made up of dead boby parts!
(Duplicity: 

At the beginning of the novel Victor in a brilliant young student who studies medicine for the Good of mankind but he slowly turns into a mad scientist who is just obsessed with creating life at any cost and forgets about the ethical dimension of his actions.
On the contrary, the creature appears to have human qualities and is far from being heartless. He loves music and poetry (a sensitive human being) and in the end he decides to kill himself with his creator as he can’t stand losing him;


