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                                                                                                                                                                        METHODOLOGY n°2      English Course from March 29th

How to analyze a song



VOCALS AND LYRICS


Does the tone of the words fit with the way the singer sings them? 


Does the tone of the vocals agree with or contradict the instrumentation (do the instruments make you feel happy while the lyrics are sad, for example)? 


What is the message of the lyrics?


Is the song political? How can you tell? 


Is the song romantic? How can you tell?





THE INSTRUMENTATION


Is the instrumentation dense, with heavy guitars/drums/bass, forcing us to focus more on it than on the vocals? Or is the instrumentation sparse, perhaps only an acoustic guitar, forcing us to focus on the vocals?


Is the tempo fast or slow? 


Is the instrumentation loud or soft? 


What emotion does the instrumentation make us feel? Instrumentation affects us in a subconscious way.








MESSAGE


general theme


The song deals with/is about …


analysis


It shows that …


It suggests that …


The writer emphasizes/underlines that …


He denounces …


The song makes us feel that …


It makes us realize that …


personal opinion


What strikes me the most is …


What I find the most striking/incredible/ironical/ridiculous/impressive/threatening is …





FEELINGS


sadness


depressed (déprimé)


to feel blue (avoir le cafard)


gloomy (mélancolique, sombre)


miserable (malheureux)


moved  (ému)


sad (triste)





happiness


overjoyed (enchanté)


joyful (joyeux)


carefree (insouciant)


to cheer sb up (remonter le moral)





anger


angry = mad (en colère)





fear


to be afraid/scared


anxious (angoissé)


awful (terrible)


shameful (honteux)














