( How to…write a narrative text / (short) story (
The right terms 

(source: A Glossary of Literary Terms, M.H. Abrams / the Collins / Cobuild English Language Dictionary)

	STORY
	A description of a series of events, either real or imaginary, that is written or told in order to entertain people.

	SHORT STORY
	A piece of prose fiction that is only a few pages long. Like in the novel, it organises the action, thought, and interactions of its characters into the pattern of a plot.

	NARRATOR
	A person in a  book, film, TV broadcast, etc., who tells the story or who explains what is happening.

	PLOT
	The plot of a  film, novel or play is the story and the way in which it develops. The plot form may be comic, tragic, romantic or satiric.

	SETTING
	The general locale, historical time and social circumstances in which the action  occurs.

	CHARACTER
	A person presented in a dramatic  or narrative work, who is interpreted by the reader as being endowed with moral and emotional qualities that are expressed in what he says (=dialogue) or in what he does (=action). A character may remain stable (=unchanged in outlook and disposition) from beginning to end , or he may undergo a radical change , due to a gradual process of development or to a crisis.


1. Imagine the framework

(Jot down suitable ideas (setting, people involved…) which will help you to build the framework of your story. Think of a clear situation, preferably with an interesting evolution, some suspense, not too many characters, not too complex to understand.

((Do not build up all the twists and stages of your plot at this point! This should happen afterwards.

(Try to imagine what your characters are like, both physically and mentally (=characterisation) and make up your mind, as quickly as possible, as to the precise setting of your story.

2. Choose your narrator and the point of view
(Before you begin, ask yourself the following questions: From what point of view shall I write my story? Who will my narrator be?

(Here are three possibilities:

	INTERNAL POINT OF VIEW
	EXTERNAL POINT OF VIEW

	“I” narrator
	Intrusive 3rd person narrator
	Objective narrator

	The story teller is one of the characters, right in the centre of events
	Though not one of the characters, the story-teller is present via his judgements and comments
	The narrator may be absent from the story and see events in a totally detached way

	I have the funny feeling that a strange man is following me…
	She was no fool and had the strange feeling that a man – a rather weird one – was following her…
	She hurried along the street. A strange man was following her…


3. Build up your story / your plot
(To organise your story, and your thoughts, you can link up your ideas according to one of the following diagrams:
a. Linking
Boy and girl fall in love

Families disagree


Couple elope, followed

          Couple die tragically









by angry family members

          but families reunited

    SITUATION

   PROBLEM


       REACTION


CONCLUSION
b. Pyramid

Brutus kills Caesar

 






     CLIMAX



Brutus is jealous






Antony declares war on Brutus



COMPLICATION






DENOUEMENT

Caesar: emperor











Antony: emperor

SITUATION











SOLUTION

· SITUATION: unexpected or banal
· COMPLICATION/ PROBLEM: creating suspense or even fear.
· CLIMAX : often a highly dramatic / tense moment for the reader
· REACTION/ DENOUEMENT: search for a solution, apparently found, and then…
· CONCLUSION / SOLUTION: final twist, leaving the reader stunned.
(Here are, among others, several possible diagrams for a short story:



4. Capture the reader’s attention

(It is important to attract the reader’s attention by interesting, or even, intriguing him from the very outset. Think of an original or unexpected beginning, or a very banal one which gradually becomes extraordinary.
· UNEXPECTED: “I hate rats!” Jenny howled, imagining she saw one in the dark, damp cellar…
· BANAL: Since her mother’s death, she had been living alone with her father. However,…
5. Writing your story.

Référence: New Flying Colours, Terminale, p.138 

