NOTION : Spaces and Exchanges (TESL)
THEME: The consumer society 
CENTRAL QUESTION: How to resist consumerism? How can we challenge or escape the consumer culture?
Introduction
People’s shopping habits have changed dramatically in the last 100 years. We now live in a consumer society where shopping has become a recreational leisure/ a leisure activity. In developed countries, people consume goods and services in very large quantity. Ownership and greed are promoted and often lead to all sorts of excesses and dangers (including environmental dangers).

Audio: Consumerism
· Consumption society / Throw-away society: The excess of consumerism

    (Shopaholics/ shopping frenzy / compulsive buying: 

Trailer: Confession of a shopaholic + Text: I have to have it (Sophie Kinsella)  + Barneys, Bergdorf’s, Bloomingdales’s (TL)
        (Holiday shopping season: Black Friday and Cyber Monday : Black Friday is the Friday following Thanksgiving Day in the United States (the fourth Thursday of November), often regarded as the beginning of the Christmas shopping season. In recent years, most major retailers have opened extremely early and offered promotional sales to kick off the holiday shopping season, similar to Boxing Day sales in many Commonwealth Nations. 
  Audio: shopping on Thanksgiving + Audio: Cyber Monday (TES) +  Text: Trampled to death
Due to these excesses people turn to resistance and alternative buying which challenge our consumption society and consumer culture and try to change our shopping habits: they take part in anti-consumerist movements  and promote new values: solidarity, sustainability, justice.
· Resistance to the consumer culture: counter-movements and alternative buying

( The example of a counter-movement: Buy Nothing Day, An international day of protest against consumerism                                                                                                Buy Nothing Day (BND) is an international day of protest against consumerism. The first Buy Nothing Day was organized in Canada in September 1992 "as a day for society to examine the issue of over-consumption." In 1997, it was moved to the Friday after American Thanksgiving, also called "Black Friday", which is one of the ten busiest shopping days in the United States. Soon, campaigns started appearing in the UK, New Zealand, Japan... Participation now includes more than 65 nations.                                                                                    Audio: “Buy Nothing Day” + Visual documents : “The bar code” / “shop less and live more” / + 3 BND adverts ( “the receipt –say bye bye buy” / “BND Pig” / “BND cowboys”)
Get ready to questions:

-Had you ever heard of BND before studying it in class answer to the following? 

-Would you be ready to take part? How?

-Do you think ‘a day without buying’ can be effective and make people change their shopping habits? 

     (Alternative modes of consumptions –2 examples                                                                                                                        
(Collaborative consumption: swapping and bartering / second-hand shops (op)portunity shops)                                                                                 Collaborative consumption consists in sharing products or services, rather than having individual ownership. Used or pre-owned goods are passed on from someone who does not want them to someone who does want them. In some markets, the goods may be free; In others, the goods are swapped.                                                                                                                                                       

-Text: “Back to a cashless society”   + Visual document: “Tim’s barter board”  + Audio “Alternative buying-opp shop”   
(Freeganism: Freeganism is a term used to describe an anti-consumerist lifestyle whereby people use alternative living strategies so as to limit their consumption to the minimum.                                                                        This movement started in the 1960s. The word “freegan” comes from “free” and “vegan”. Vegans are people who do not eat nor use animal products.                                                                                                                          Freegans are well-known for getting free food out of the trash. This practice is called “dumpster-diving” or “bin-raiding”.                                                                                                                                                                       Visual document ‘I am a freegan’  + Text: “Freegans make feast for free” 
Get ready to answer to the following questions:

-Have you ever swapped or bartered? What kind of goods or services? On which occasion?

-Do you think collaborative consumption is a good thing for the economy/for the environment? 

-Would you be ready to be a Freegan? Justify
III/ Art against consumerism ( les élèves ont choisi un document parmi tous ceux proposés)
(Paintings and stencils by Banksy


‘Jesus Christ with shopping bags’

‘Show me the Monet’                                    les élèves ont choisi un document parmi les 3 proposés

‘Shop until you drop’

Get ready to answer to the following questions:

-Do you think Art can be effective and make people change their shopping habits? 

Conclusion: Be able to                                                                                          -recap briefly about the different ways to resist the consumer culture                                                                                              -Give your point of view? Which is the most effective? Interesting? What would you be ready to do? 
