Lycée de la Côtière                                                                                                                                                                                    FORBIDDEN LOVE – LELE
THE SCARLET LETTER (Nathaniel Hawthorne, 1850)- Chapter 2 (extract)

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS

( The structure of the text

a. How many different parts does this text fall into?

b. Give a title to each part

( Focus on part 1 (l…………… to l ……………...)

a. Who are the characters present in the scene?

b. How to they present themselves (1st paragraph)? Quote the text to back your answer.

c. Who are they talking about? What do they think about this person? Pick our words to justify your answer. 

d. What punishments for her do they suggest? 

e. What punishment has been decided by the magistrates of the town? For which fault? 

f. What do these women embody? 

g. Does the narrator approve of these women’s behavior? How do you know?

( Focus on part 2 (l…………… to l ……………...)

a. What is the narrative point of view in this passage? 

b. Focus on the tone and the atmosphere in which the characters are described. Would you say the narrator uses an objective or a subjective perspective?

c. Which character is first introduced? Pick out the adjectives used to describe him. What does he stand for? 

d. Focus on the main character, Hester Prynne. Pick out all the words and expressions used to describe her both from a physical and psychological point of view, and fill in the table.

	Hester’s physical description
	Hester’s psychology

	
	


Now, write a short paragraph to introduce her. 

e. Which ‘object’ is largely mentioned l 35 to 41 and then l 54 to 58?

Pick out in the text all the words and expressions used to describe it. 

What conclusion do you come to? What does it suggest about Esther’s acceptance of her ‘sin’?
f. Which third character is introduced in this passage? What does she symbolize? Quote the text to justify your answer.
( Focus on part 4 ( l …………to ……………)
a. Which narrative point of view is used in this passage? Justify.

b. Judging from the author’s comments, who does he side with? Is Hester presented as a culprit or a scapegoat? 

c. Focus on the last paragraph. What does the clutching of her child symbolize according to you? 

d. In the end, what does the baby girl ‘Pearl’ stand for? 
( Focus on part 4 ( l …………to ……………)

e. Which narrative point of view is used in this passage? Justify.

f. Judging from the author’s comments, who does he side with? Is Hester presented as a culprit or a scapegoat? 

g. Focus on the last paragraph. What does the clutching of her child symbolize according to you? 

h. In the end, what does the baby girl ‘Pearl’ stand for? 
( Focus on part 4 ( l …………to ……………)

i. Which narrative point of view is used in this passage? Justify.

j. Judging from the author’s comments, who does he side with? Is Hester presented as a culprit or a scapegoat? 

k. Focus on the last paragraph. What does the clutching of her child symbolize according to you? 

l. In the end, what does the baby girl ‘Pearl’ stand for? 
( Focus on part 4 ( l …………to ……………)

m. Which narrative point of view is used in this passage? Justify.

n. Judging from the author’s comments, who does he side with? Is Hester presented as a culprit or a scapegoat? 

o. Focus on the last paragraph. What does the clutching of her child symbolize according to you? 

p. In the end, what does the baby girl ‘Pearl’ stand for? 
