Lycée de la Côtière                                The castle of Otranto (Horace Walpole-1764)                             Gothic Literature- Text 1
( Understanding the facts

a. Identify briefly the characters and their relationships

b. Where does the action take place? Pick out the words referring to the places and the setting in general. 
c. Classify them  under these headings

	buildings
	noises
	luminosity

	
	
	


d. Sum up the main action. Explain what the heroine is actually doing. 

e. Which other themes are tackled in this extract? 

What conclusion can you already come to as far as the genre of the novel is concerned?  Explain in your own words. 
( Interpreting
a. Comment on the atmosphere – Try and find as many many adjectives as you can to describe it.
b. How is it created? Answer the following questions.

· Focus on the narrative choice: From what point of view is the story told? Does it add something to the reader’s sensations? Explain.

· Focus on the lexical fields – Which can you find in this passage? Justify quoting from the text. 

· Focus on the writer’s style and strategies.

Concentrate on the words that have been underlined in the sentences bellow and comment on them.

“In one of those moments she thought she heard a sigh” (l 49)

“In a moment she thought she heard the step of some person.” (l 50)
“a door that stood ajar, at some distance to the left, was opened gently”(l 52,53)
“she approached the door that had been opened”(l 62)
“she discerned a human form standing close against the wall” (l 75,76)
· Focus on the literary techniques and effects
What can you say about the following sentence?
“but a sudden gust of wind that met her at the door extinguished her lamp”(l 62,63)
c. Focus on the portrait (l 3 to 22)

· Explain what is happening to the portrait in your own words.

· Which famous piece of literature from the late 19th  century does it make you think of?

· Does “the ghost” remind you of a famous character in another very famous piece of fiction written in the early 17th century? 

d. Focus on the character of Isabella
· Box in the text all the words that refer to Isabella’s character and emotions

· Classify them into two columns

· Conclude

-What kind of person is Isabella? Think of a few adjectives to describe her.
-Describe her feelings in this passage and how can you account for them?

     - Would you say then her vision of the castle is objective or distorted? Explain.

e. Focus on the pattern of the scene and show how this “swinging” pattern reinforces the dramatic progression of the action. Pick out elements showing that it swings …
· From movement to standstill

· From fear/repulsion to eagerness/resolution/ attraction
· From light to darkness

· From silence to noise

f. Focus on a few images and metaphors
· What may the “subterraneous passage” (l 33), the “subterraneous regions” (l 42) and the “long labyrinth of darkness” (l 44,45 ) stand for?
· What may “the doors that stand ajar” (l 52) symbolize? 

( Reacting: What were your personal reactions when reading the text. Did you get into the story and go through strong or extreme emotions as well as the main character or did you find this extract amusing and naïve? Justify (about 50 words)
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