Lycée de la Côtière                 WOMEN’S RIGHTS IN INDIA – Three videos
The plight of Indian women (CNN)                                                                                                                  Violence against women in India: three things to know (Council on Foreign relations)                                 India is a dangerous place to be a woman (Euronews)
Watch the three videos and take notes. Try and fill in the chart 
	Discrimination against women

	WOMEN ARE OUTNUMBERED IN INDIA
-about 914 females for 1000 males

-female fetuses are aborted and baby girls killed.  / because of female sex-selective abortions / the killing of girls in the womb (although it is outlawed  600 000  female foetuses  are aborted each year in India)

	WOMEN AS SECOND-CLASS CITIZENS
Girls are valued less than boys

-Girls are given no education / they attend school at much lower rates than boys (the literacy rate is about 50% for women whereas it is close to 75 % for men)

-girls are only expected to do the chores (looking after the cows, sweeping the floor…)                          -Indian girls experience lower rates of nutrition

	FORCED MARRIAGES

Young girls are forced into wedlock (child-marriage cases – 70% of Indian girls are married before reaching 18) although child-marriage was outlawed in 1860!

	THE DOWRY SYSTEM

-The girls’ family is expected to give a dowry when their daughter gets married (although this paractise has been banned by the government

--Girls are harassed by their in-laws if the dowry is considered as not sufficient. They may even be burnt alive or killed!

	WOMEN SUBJECTED TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Once married, many women are subjected to domestic violence (many Indian men force their partner to have sex )

	A CULTURE OF COMPLICITY AROUND VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

-Victims of rape and murder which go unpunished (ex: only 1 conviction out of 635 cases reported in New Delhi in 2012) / molested

-not enough exposure and conviction against those perpetrating acts of violence against women.

-The police force forces women to rescind their accusations of rape or to marry their rapist to make the case go away. 

-Girls are pressured to keep silent. 

-Rape cases languish in court / they are not dealt with quickly. 

-Evidences are destroyed or ‘disappear’

	And yet…

	-Indian women have been at the forefront of politics for many years / Some women (ex: Sonia Gandhi) have become role models and show that women can rise to great heights

-Women work / millions of women have joined the work-force

-In major cities, women can be seen in clubs, bars and restaurants in contemporary dress.

-Literacy rates have gone up

-Maternal mortality rates have gone down

- Demonstrations have occurred = an outpouring of emotion, anger and resentment. An indication that people are no longer willing to tolerate the injustices that occur for women and girls.


