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Dublin Lockout (Jim Larkin) = James Connolly founded the Irish Citizen Army (ICA) to protect men on strike from Police brutality and to work towards a socialist republic.                                 Connolly spoke of his intention to organise a rebellion during World War One.                                                  Fearing the ICA might disrupt their plans, the IRB offer Connolly a position on the IRB Military Council.








Founding of the Gaelic League: Its purpose was to re-establish the Irish language and culture.





Daniel O’Connell (‘the liberator’) founded his Catholic association whose aim was to free Catholics from discrimination. ( the Catholic Emancipation Act was passed and gave Catholics the vote and the right to sit in Parliament. 





Founding of the Gaelic Athletics Association (GAA) whose aim was to promote Irish games. The IRB soon infiltrated the GAA and used it as a recruiting ground.





Parliament Act : Home Rule will be passed





Another nationalist force, The Irish Volunteers, was formed in response to the Ulster Volunteers who were against ‘Home Rule’. Many members of the IRB joined them. 





The Great Famine: 1 million Irish died of starvation while 1.5 million emigrated. 





Founding of the Sinn Fein (We Ourselves): for the repeal of the Act of Union and the setting up of an Irish Parliament.





Founding of the National Land League (Michael Davitt, Charles Parnell) to defend poor Irish tenant farmers against the landlords.                                    Parnell persuaded the British government to pass the Land Act in 1881 guaranteeing fair rent. 





Fenian Rising (IRB) = a failure








’48 Rising = a failure





1. Outbreak of WORLD WAR I (The British government decided to postpone Home Rule for Ireland. 200,000 Irishmen joined the British Army. Many were poor and they would appreciate a soldier’s pay.                                Militant Republicans were very angry and decided it was time to fight for an independent Ireland. (‘England’s difficulty is Ireland’s opportunity’)











The Irish Republican Brotherhood (IRB) was founded. It was a small, secret, revolutionary body whose object was to 'establish and maintain a free and independent Republican Government in Ireland'.





Home Rule Bill– the idea that Ireland would make its own laws in its own parliament but would remain part of the UK –                                 First bill presented by Gladstone to the House of Commons, defeated (1886). Second Home Rule Bill passed by House of Commons but defeated  by the House of Lords. (1893)








The Act of Union


Ireland (which had been under some form of British control since the 12th century) merged with Great Britain to form the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. As a result, Ireland lost its parliament in Dublin and was governed by a united parliament from Westminster in London. 











